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have to attain this honour. These, they affirm, are
greater than even the chief deities of the Hiisdu
Pantheon. Statues of them in black or white marble
are in their temples. They are all of the same style of
feature, calmness being their chief characteristic, and the
temples are superior to those of the orthodox Hindus.
The saints generally worshipped by the Jains of North
India are Parisnatha and Mahavir, the twenty-third and
twenty-fourth of the present race of saints.

The previous Jinas, or saints, are said to have been of
colossal height, and to have lived for millions of years ;
but as the two last mentioned are of ordinary size, and
lived for the ordinary term of life, it is generally admitted
that they were historical personages, the others being
the offspring of a fertile imagination, employed to carry
back the origin of the sect into a remote antiquity-
These deified saints lived on earth as ordinary mortals
through several lives until they finally attained to union
with the supreme. It is uncertain when the sect was
formed, but probably it is of later origin than Buddhism.

The Jains hold that existences are divisible into two
classes, Jiva and Ajiva; i.e. life and not-life. Their
forms may change, but they are imperishable. All
beings possessed of Jiva are of two kinds : those which
can move and those which cannot. In the first class
are included men, animals, demons, and gods; in the
second are the four elements, earth, water, fire, air, and
the vegetable kingdom. According to the actions of
each during its present life will the next be higher or
lower. A man's evil deeds may cause him next to
appear as one of the lower animals. If his life be made
up of virtue and vice, Jie will be born again as a man ;
if his life is virtuous only, he ascends to heaven, and
after passing through various stages of probation, finally